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1. SUMMARY. FONOFE STATE SECRETARY BRINKHORST'S ASSESSMENT OF 
THE RECENT LABOR PARTY CONGRESS IS THAT THE EXTREMISTS 
MAY HAVE PAINTED THE PARTY INTO A CORNER EROM WHICH IT 
WILL HAVE DIEFICULTY IN EXTRICATING ITSELF FOR THE NEXT 
ELECTION CAPAIGN. THE PARTY LEADERSHIP WILL BE 
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BOUND TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE VARIOUS ANTI-NATO RESOLU- 
TIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONGRESS IN PREAPRING EOR THE NEXT 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN, WHENEVER IT MAY OCCUR, AND THIS IS 
ONE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT WILL BECOME ACUTE, ACCORDING 
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TO BRINKHORST. HE FORESEES THE POSSIBILITY OF A SPLIT, 

WITH THE MODERATES WHO SUPPORT NATO LEAVING THE LABOR 
PARTY AND ATTEMPTING TO FORM A NEW LEFT-OF-CENTER 
BUT NON-MARXIST PARTY. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE DCM RIGHT AFTER THE LABOR PARTY 
CONGRESS BRINKHORST INDICATED THAT HIS VIEWS WERE SPECULATIVE 
AT THIS POINT, AND FORESAW THAT THE MODERATE BREAK-AWAY 
GROUP MIGHT BE ABLE TO JOIN WITH THE REMNANTS OF D-166 

(HIS OWN PARTY), DS-70 (WHICH IS ONLY SOMEWHAT LESS 
FAR DOWN THE TUBE) AND LEFT-WING CATHOLICS WHO WOULD 
BE LOOKING FOR A MORE PROGRESSIVE DECONFESSIONALIZED 
POLITICAL "HOME.” IF SUCH A DEVELOPMENT OCCURRED, 

BRINKHORST CONTINUED, THEN THE REGULAR LABOR PARTY 
WITH ITS MUCH MORE LEFTIST ANTI-NATO BIAS MIGHT WELL 
BE DEPRIVED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF INCREASING SIGNI- 
FICANTLY ITS PRESENT 43 SEATS IN THE 150-MEMBER SECOND 
CHAMBER. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE LABOR PARTY 
MIGHT BE FORCED TO GO INTO OPPOSITION ONCE AGAIN. 

BRINKHORST DID NOT COMMENT ON WHAT SORT OF COALITION 
IT MIGHT THEN BE POSSIBLE TO PUT TOGETHER. 

3. BRINKHORST THOUGHT THAT THE FEAR OF A FURTHER 
"RADICALIZATION" OF THE LABOR PARTY LEADING TO A 
POSSIBLE SPLIT WOULD EXERT PRESSURE ON ITS LEADERS TO 
KEEP THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT ALIVE UNTIL THE EXPIRATION 
OF ITS TERM IN 1977. SINCE THE ANTI-NATO RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE PARTY CONGRESS HAD NO SHORT-TERM BIND- 
ING EFFECT, HE RELIEVED IT WAS IN NATO'S INTEREST FOR THE 
DEN UYL GOVERNMENT TO STAY IN OFFICE AS LONG AS 
POSSIBLE. IN THIS CONNECTION HE REFERRED TO THE 
VOCIFEROUS SUPPORT GIVEN BY THE CONGRESS TO THE ADAMANT 
OPPOSITION OF THE LABOR PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP TO 
THEPURCHASE OF ANY HIGH-PERFORMANCE REPLACEMENT AIR- 
CRAFT, INCLUDING THE F-16. EVEN THOUGH THE PARLIAMENTARY 
GROUP HAD THE PWER TO BRING DOWN THE GOVERNMENT OVER 
THE ISSUE, HE THOUGHT WISER HEADS IN THE PARTY WOULD 
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PREVAIL. IN BRINKHORST'S JUDGMENT, AN ELECTION CAM- 
PAIGN OSTENSIBLY WAGED OVER THE KIND OE REPLACEMENT 
AIRCRAFT THE NETHERLANDS NEEDED AND SHOULD BUY WOULD 
BE QUICKLY TURNED BY THE CONFESSIONAL AND LIBERAL 
PARTIES TO A CAMPAIGN FOR OR AGAINST NATO. LABOR PARTY 
LEADERS KNEW THAT THEY WOULD LOSE AN ELECTION IN WHICH 
THEIR OPPONENTS WERE EMOTIONALLY CHARGING THEM AS 
BEING ANTI-NATO. 

4. BRINKHORST FOOTNOTED A COMMENT THAT THIS LABOR PARTY 
CONGRESS, LIKE PREVIOUS ONES, HAD A MUCH LARGER PER- 
CENTAGE OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS AMONG ITS DELEGATES 
THAN THE CONGRESSES OE OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES. THUS, 
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GIVEN THE EAR-EEET VIEWS HELD BY MANY DUTCH PROEESSORS, 
THE RADICAL RHETORIC AT THE LABOR PARTY CONGRESS WAS 
NOT SURPRISING. IT WAS NOT ALL JUST RHETORIC, HOWEVER, 
BRINKHORST CONCLUDED, FOR A SIGNIEICANT BODY OE EDUCATED 
YOUNGER DUTCH PEOPLE BELIEVED IN EXTREME LEET-WING 
CAUSES, INCLUDING THE EARLY END OE THE NETHERLANDS' 
MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. 

GOULD 
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